2010-032
                                    September 9, 2009
Matt Shaw, Student Senate Communications Director
A BILL TO AMEND STUDENT SENATE RULES AND REGULATIONS APPENDIX M, STUDENT SENATOR OUTREACH 

THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED by the University of Kansas Student Senate Executive Committee here assembled that Student Senate Rules & Regulations be amended as follows:

AMEND

Appendix M. 1. 2009-2010 

M. 1. 2009-2010 Outreach Policy

Objective: To promote and improve the relationship between Student Senate and KU students by increasing students knowledge of and interaction with Student Senate through the outreach efforts of student senators. 

Implementation: 

Outreach Points: 

Each student senator shall be required to earn a minimum of 6 outreach points in the fall semester and 6 outreach points in the spring semester.  The following chart displays how senators can earn outreach points.

1.) Beginning of semester outreach e-mails




1. pt.

2.) Table for Student Senate
 





1 pt. per hour


3.) Write an opinion piece for the Student Senate Blog


2 pt.  

4.) Attend a Student Senate funded event and



2 pt.

     turn in a Student Senate Funded Event Evaluation Survey
    

5.) Author a piece of legislation for Student Senate



2 pt.

6.) Attend a CCO event






2. pt.

7.)  Attend an approved SLAB event





2 pt.

The Assignment of Student Groups and Beginning of Semester Outreach E-mails

At the beginning of the fall semester every registered Student Organization shall be assigned at least one Student Senator who will be responsible for serving that student organization during the following year.  At the fall 2009 Legislative Training Seminar, the Student Senate Communications Director shall distribute Senator Interests and Affiliation Surveys, which shall be completed and given back to the Student Senate Communications Director at the conclusion of the seminar.  These surveys shall be used to create a list that pairs senators with organizations with whom they are either already affiliated, or whose purpose is similar to interests expressed by the Student Senator.  (This list shall be referred to as the Senator-Organization List) Organizations that are not assigned a senator through these criteria shall be given a senator by the Student Senate Communications Director, until every organization registered at the SILC office has been given a senator.  The Senator-Organization List shall be kept and maintained by the Student Senate Communications Director.

After the senators have been assigned student organizations, each senator will receive both an electronic and paper list of organizations to which they have been assigned, their organizations relevant contact information, and a sample letter of greeting. Before the first meeting of general session (Sept. 9) each senator shall send an individual e-mail to each of the student organizations that they have been assigned in which the student senator introduces himself/herself and explains what is available to the student group through Student Senate.  When the senators e-mail the organizations to which they have been assigned they shall also send a carbon copy (CC) to the Student Senate Communications Director.  These e-mails shall serve as verification that the organizations have been contacted, and the sending of them will earn each senator one outreach point. 

At the beginning of the spring semester the Student Senate Communications Director shall update the Senator-Organizations List to accommodate changes in student organizations contact information, changes in the list of senators who are actively serving, and to account for new groups that have come into existence since the beginning of the year.  Once the list has been updated, Senators will again be given both an electronic and paper list of assigned organizations, along with the organizations relevant contact information, and a second sample letter which will welcome groups back to the new semester and remind them of the services that Student Senate offers.  Again, senators will be required to send an individual e-mail to each of the Student Organizations to which they have been assigned, as well as sending a carbon copy (CC) to the Student Senate Communications Director.  These e-mails shall serve as verification that the organizations have been contacted, and the sending of them will earn each senator one outreach point.  

No outreach points that a Senator earns will be counted toward their semester requirement of 6 outreach points until the Senator contacts their Student Groups and allows for the verification of this by sending a carbon copy (CC) of the initial e-mail to the Student Senate Communications Director. 

Earning points:

Senators will be able to earn outreach points in the following ways:

Tabling for Student Senate

The Communications Director shall maintain a list of times that there will be a student senate table set up in front of Wescoe Hall.  Senators may sign up to work the table and promote Student Senate among students.  Senators will receive 1 outreach point per hour that they work at the table.

Write an Explanation of Opinion Essay for the Student Senate Blog

In order to promote transparency and a better understanding among students of the decisions that Senate makes during the year, the Communications Director shall maintain a blog as a part of the Student Senate website in the coming year.  Any Senator may write a (minimum 400 words) Explanation of Opinion Essay that explains why he/she does or does not support a particular piece of legislation, program that Student Senate funds, or other campus issue.  Writing an Explanation of Opinion Essay does not guarantee that it will be accepted for outreach points and/or posted to the blog.  Although there are not specific rules for writing Explanation of Opinion Essays, the following guidelines shall be taken into consideration when deciding whether or not the piece will be accepted:

· Essays concerning bills of little consequence (general funding) shall not be accepted.

· Essays that are hostile or insulting shall not be accepted.

· Essays that attempt to promote the explicit cause of a coalition shall not be accepted.

· Essays must demonstrate a good faith effort to fairly explain the senator’s individual opinion on an issue of relevance.

Before any piece is posted to the blog it must first be approved by the Student Senate Communications Director, the Student Senate Vice President and the Student Senate President.  Senators shall receive 2 outreach points per essay posted on the blog.  

Attend a Student Senate Event and Turn in a Student Senate Funded Event Evaluation Survey 

Senators may receive 2 outreach points for attending any event that is being hosted by a student organization that has received money from student senate and filling out a Student Senate Funded Event Evaluation Survey.  Once completed, the Student Senate Funded Event Evaluation Survey (which shall be available on the Student Senate website and in the Student Senate office) shall be turned into the Communications Director for outreach credit.

Important:  According to Rules and Regulations 7.2.5.6.18.4; “ All corporations, organizations, and groups which received funds from student fees for a special event, must submit a Student Senate Standard Event Review Sheet, available at the Student Senate office, within seven (7) days after an event occurred, for which funds were allocated. The legislative sponsor shall be responsible for ensuring that the group, organization, or corporation submits this information.”  This has not been enforced in the past, but this year it will be.  Any senator that authors a piece of legislation that funds an event will be responsible for either personally attending the event and turning in a Student Senate Funded Event Evaluation Survey, ensuring that a fellow senator attends the event and turns in a Student Senate Funded Event Evaluation Survey, or having a member of the group turn in a Student Senate Standard Event Review Sheet.  Both the Student Senate Funded Event Evaluation Survey (which is to be filled out by senators) and the Student Senate Standard Event Review Sheet (which is to be filled out by group members) shall be available on the Student Senate website and in the Student Senate office.  At least one of these two forms must be turned in to the Communications Director no later than 1 week after the event is held.  In the event that neither form is turned in for an event and no explanation for this is submitted to the Communication Director, the Senator(s) who authored the legislation may be penalized by having to complete two (2) additional outreach points in order to fulfill their outreach requirement for the semester.   

Author a piece of Legislation for Student Senate


Senators shall receive 2 outreach points per piece of legislation that they author or co-author.  No points shall be awarded for sponsoring legislation.  

Attend a CCO Event

The Communications Director shall maintain a list of Center for Community Outreach events on the Student Senate website.  In order to receive outreach points for attending a CCO event, senators must provide the Student Senate Communications Director with evidence from a CCO director that they attended said event.  Senators shall receive 2 outreach points per CCO event that they attend.

Attend an Approved SLAB Event

The Communications Director shall maintain a list of approved SLAB events that senators may attend to receive outreach points on the Student Senate website.  In order to receive outreach points for attending a SLAB event, senators must provide the Student Senate Communications Director with evidence from a SLAB director that they attended said event.  Senators shall receive 2 outreach points per SLAB event that they attend.

Deadlines

Senators must earn 6 outreach points per semester.  

Fall Semester: Senators must send out their initial outreach e-mails before the first full senate session (Sept. 9).  Senators are required to have earned a total of 3 outreach points by the fourth sessions of committees (October 21).  Senators are required to have earned 6 outreach points by the Tuesday before the final Senate session (December 1st).  

Sprint Semester:  Senators must send out their initial outreach e-mails before the first full senate session (date pending).  Senators are required to have earned a total of 3 outreach points by the fourth session of committees (date pending).  Senators are required to have earned 6 outreach points by the Tuesday before the final Senate session (date pending).

Enforcement

At the first Student Executive Committee meeting following each of the deadlines, the Student Senate Communications Director shall report to the Student Executive Committee on the status of each Senators point total.  At that time, the Communications Director will recommend to the Executive Committee the suspension of Senators who have failed to meet the required number of points.
