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A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE CITY ACTION TO IMPROVE SAFETY FOR THE LAWRENCE BICYCLE COMMUNITY
WHEREAS, 
the Preamble to the Student Senate Rules and Regulations states, “The Student Senate shall work to build a vital and thriving University community encompassing students, faculty, staff, and administration.  The Student Senate shall work to strengthen ties between the University community and all the residents of Lawrence and the State of Kansas,” and
WHEREAS, 
the Preamble to the Student Senate Rules and Regulations also states, “The Student Senate shall work to represent students on university, local, state, national, and international levels to further these goals,” and
WHEREAS, 
many KU students depend on bicycling as their main method of transportation, and
WHEREAS, 
stop-and-start bike lanes, worn and neglected roads, ignorance/misunderstanding of traffic laws, and unaware automobile drivers all pose serious threats to the safety of KU and Lawrence cyclists, and
WHEREAS, 
many of the roads most commonly used by KU students for transportation are in disrepair and/or lack bike lanes altogether, and
WHEREAS, 
communities with active biking populations reap benefits such as reduced traffic congestion, increased parking availability, healthier citizenry, and improved air quality, and
WHEREAS, 
after the recent tragic death of KU Student Rachel Leek, bicycle safety is an even more prominent concern on the minds of KU students and Lawrence cyclists, and
WHEREAS, 
in 2004 Lawrence was one of two cities in Kansas named a Bicycle Friendly Community by the The League of American Bicyclists.  This recognition is up for review periodically, and
WHEREAS, 
the Lawrence-Douglas County Bike Plan, or Bicycle Work Program, is “the recognized plan for the development of cycling in the City of Lawrence.”  It was last updated in 2004 and is currently under consideration for changes.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the University of Kansas Student Senate here assembled that we fully support and encourage the timely installation of more continuous bike lanes near the KU campus and around Lawrence, greater concentration on road repair, and development of regulations and practices that will improve biker safety.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that copies of this resolution, upon passage, shall be sent to the following parties:

Robert Chestnut, Mayor of Lawrence

Lawrence City Commission

The Lawrence Bicycle Advisory Committee

Bernadette Gray-Little, Chancellor

KU Cycling Club

The Lawrence Bicycle Club

Lawrence Mountain Bike Club

Team GP VeloTek

Brenna Hawley, Editor, University Daily Kansan

Lawrence Journal World
