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A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF FUNDING FOR HIGHER EDUCATION
WHEREAS,
the mission of Student Senate is to duly represent the students of The University of Kansas in expressing their viewpoints and concerns; and
WHEREAS, 
Student Senate believes that higher education is more important than ever before, that the state’s fastest-growing jobs require some level of higher education, and that quality and affordable state universities are vital for the future economic success and vitality of the state of Kansas and the KU community; and
WHEREAS,
Student Senate is concerned about the continued trend of state disinvestment in higher education, and notes that state university funding has been on a downward trend for the past 20 years; and
WHEREAS,
state university funding has declined from $7,779 per full-time equivalent student in 1988 to $6,256 per full-time equivalent student in 2008 (a 20% decline); and
WHEREAS,
the state’s share of the state university budgets has declined from 47% in 1988 to 27% in 2008, resulting in an increase in the state university students’ share (tuition) from 16% in 1988 to 26% in 2008; and
WHEREAS,
the share of the state’s budget dedicated to higher education has declined from 21% in 1988 to 17% in 2008; and
WHEREAS,
state university budgets have been cut by $78 million or 12% over the past year, taking the universities back to 2006 funding levels; and
WHEREAS,
while student enrollment has continued to increase statewide over the past year, due to budget cuts, over 900 employees and positions have been laid off, held vacant, or eliminated, and over 450 academic programs and classes have been eliminated, producing increased class sizes and making it less likely students will be able to graduate on time; and
WHEREAS, 
due to budget cuts, the state’s universities are now turning away qualified students from high demand programs and some institutions are even considering enrollment caps; and
WHEREAS,
2 out of every 3 undergraduate university students now graduate with 


student loan debt and the average student loan debt is $23,186; and
WHEREAS,
Student Senate believes that state university students now shoulder an ever-increasing financial burden due to the negative trend in state funding resulting in less disposable income for students and decreased opportunities for students to access the state’s universities; and
WHEREAS, 
Student Senate believes that the University of Kansas is a vital component of the Lawrence community which means a healthy KU contributes to a healthy Lawrence; and
WHEREAS,
The University of Kansas enrolls over 27,000 students and employs over 9,000 individuals who financially support local businesses and the Lawrence area economy on a daily basis; and
WHEREAS, 
Student Senate  believes that a healthy local business community thrives on a healthy university community and vice versa, that students and local businesses are interdependent, and that the University of Kansas students economically support Lawrence area businesses and contribute to their financial success; and
WHEREAS,
local businesses are represented by the Lawrence Area Chamber of Commerce, whose mission is to promote local business growth and a healthy local economy.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the University of Kansas Student Senate here assembled that:
That on January 21, 2010, the Student Senate formally requests that the Lawrence Area Chamber of Commerce, as the representative body of the local business community, express its support of the University of Kansas by publicly advocating for the reversal of the downward trend in state higher education funding.
Furthermore, the Student Senate requests that the Lawrence Area Chamber of Commerce communicate its support for the reversal of the downward trend in state higher education funding to the members of the Lawrence area state legislative delegation and the Governor, and also asks the members of the Lawrence area state legislative delegation and the Governor to publicly express their support for reversing the downward trend in state higher education funding.
Furthermore, the Student Senate requests that the Lawrence Area Chamber of Commerce communicate its support for the reversal of the downward trend in state higher education funding to the Kansas Chamber of Commerce, asks the Kansas Chamber of Commerce to publicly express its support for reversing the downward trend in state higher education funding, and asks the Kansas Chamber of Commerce to communicate its support for the reversal of the downward trend in state higher education funding to the 165 members of the Kansas Legislature and the Governor. 
Furthermore, the Student Senate hereby encourages all University of Kansas organizations to consider the adoption of similar resolutions that solicit the support of the Lawrence Area Chamber of Commerce and the local business community in reversing the downward trend in state higher education funding.
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