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A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF MAINTAINING NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS IN LAWRENCE 

WHEREAS, 
the Preamble to the Student Senate Rules and Regulations states that “The Student Senate shall work to build a vital and thriving University community encompassing students, faculty, staff, and administration.  The Student Senate shall work to strengthen ties between the University community and all the residents of Lawrence and the State of Kansas,” and

WHEREAS, 
the Preamble to the Student Senate Rules and Regulations also states that “The Student Senate shall work to represent students on university, local, state, national, and international levels to further these goals,” and

WHEREAS, 
the Preamble to the Student Senate Rules and Regulations also states that “The Student Senate shall work to enhance the learning experience of all KU students both in and out of the classroom,” and

WHEREAS, 
a strong local school system is crucial to recruiting top students, faculty and staff, and

WHEREAS,
Chancellor Bernadette Gray-Little has indicated her support for maintaining the community schools in the neighborhoods directly surrounding campus, and

WHEREAS,
these schools serve as a huge selling point for both faculty, staff and graduate students, as well as international students given their designation as English as a Second Language cluster sites, and

WHEREAS,
international students and faculty add immeasurably to the education students receive at the university by virtue of their diverse cultures and experiences, and

WHEREAS, 
many international students and faculty choose to live in Stouffer Place due to its inclusion in the Hillcrest Elementary School boundary, and

WHEREAS, 
Hillcrest offers top-notch English as a second Language programming and has for decades

WHEREAS, 
students studying education, particularly those seeking an endorsement in Teaching English as a Second Language, have no better elementary school communities to turn to than Hillcrest and Cordley, and

WHEREAS, 
the mission statement of the University of Kansas notes that “The university is committed to offering the highest quality undergraduate, professional and graduate programs, comparable to the best obtainable anywhere in the nation,” and

WHEREAS, 
to do so it is crucial to have the excellent faculty needed to do so, and

WHEREAS,
many of these faculty value these neighborhood schools to campus, allowing them to participate fully in their children’s lives without having to commute several miles across Lawrence, and

WHEREAS,
more than $5.5 million in savings other than closing schools have been identified, and 

WHEREAS,
strong neighborhood schools benefit all students at the University of Kansas, providing excellent faculty, strong neighborhoods and well-educated future Jayhawks.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the University of Kansas Student Senate here assembled that neighborhood schools are vital to maintaining a strong university community, attracting highly qualified students, faculty and staff, providing support for international students and employees alike, contributing to KU’s diversity, creating neighborhood stability, and are wholly supported by this body.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that upon passage, copies of this resolution shall be sent to the following parties:

Scott Morgan, President, Board of Education, USD 497

Mark Bradford, Member, Board of Education, USD 497

Bob Byers, Member, Board of Education, USD 497

Mary Loveland, Member, Board of Education, USD 497

Marlene Merrill, Member, Board of Education, USD 497

Rich Minder, Member, Board of Education, USD 497

Vanessa Sanburn, Member, Board of Education, USD 497

Rob Chestnut, Mayor of Lawrence

Lawrence City Commission

Bernadette Gray-Little, Chancellor

John Stratton, President, University Senate

Lisa Wolf-Wendel, President, Faculty Senate

School of Education Student Organization
University Daily Kansan

Lawrence Journal World

Kansas City Star
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May Davis, Student Body Vice President
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Presiding Officer of the Student Senate

